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The library has developed to be one of the most inte¬
grated parts of the school. This basic development would not
have been possible if certain basic standards for functional
school programs had not been devised; and if, as educational
programs developed, evaluation had not been used to determine
how services could be expanded and strengthened and how new
or different directions could be explored.
Before the twentieth-century, school libraries were
present in some schools but little attention was given to the
quality of the materials included in them. Since library
books were mostly for English classes, their value for use in
other classes had not been realized. Even as centralized li¬
braries were developing, the quantity and not the quality of
books was still the most important thing.^ "In 1900, the
2
first trained librarian was employed in a school" and since
^American Library Association, School Libraries for
Today and Tomorrow; Functions’ and Standards (Chicago: Ameri¬




then, school library services have steadily evolved.
In the last two decades, emphasis has been placed on
the broad aspects of school library service. A new trend
in school library services is beginning to appear in the
American educational process.... Today's specific serv¬
ices include such projects as developing good study habits,
strengthening curriculum development, supplying occupa¬
tional and career materials, building bibliographies,
furnishing individual reference aid, promoting effective
reading, and solving emotional, social, spiritual and
personal problems through reading.^
According to background reading on or related to the
surveying of the elementary school, it was found that "the
most essential feature of modern elementary education is the
2
school library." In order to plan for better libraries,
surveys (or evaluations) must be made to determine existing
library conditions and to evaluate library facilities and
3
services according to proposed standards.
The development of secondary school libraries often
"...was done at the expense of the elementary school program
because there were no specific standards for elementary
4
schools." Now that standards are developing for the
^Charles L. Trinkner, Better Libraries Make Better
Schools (Hamden, Connecticut: The Shoe String Press, 1962), p. xxii .
2Cozetta ¥. Buckley, "A Survey of Selected Elementary
School Libraries in Jackson, Mississippi" (unpublished MasterJs
thesis. School of Library Service, Atlanta University, 1960), p. 2.
3T. V. Allen, "Evaluating a Library Program," Know-How,
XII (March, 1961), p. 16.
“^Nancy J. Day, Achieving Quality in School Library
Service. A Eeport of the Southern States Work Conference of
Educational Problems (Tallahassee, Florida: State Department
of Education, 1961), p. 13.
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elementary school library, greater improvement should be
noted.
Florida's concept of the school library as the logical
center for all types of instructional materials; such as,
books, pamphlets, magazines, filmstrips, recordings, maps,
charts, globes and museum materials, has attracted the at¬
tention of educators throughout the nation and even in some
foreign countries. Florida has realized the need for school
libraries and has been recognized for the development of a
far-sighted, economical plan for giving children and teachers
easy access to materials supplementary to textbooks.^
In 1943 a county survey of the Bay County schools
showed only one school. Bay High School, with a functioning
library. There were two small centralized collections with¬
out librarians, a few classroom libraries, and one gift col¬
lection.^
By 1945 all elementary and high schools in Bay County
were foiming centralized library collections with money al¬
located by the Board of Public Instruction. In many instances,
interested civic groups donated money or books to help build
^State Department of Education, Florida Public School
Libraries...Let's Take a Good Look I (Tallahassee, Florida:
State Department of Education, 1959), p. 1.
2
Sara Bell, "Bay County Fosters Dynamic School Library
Program," Florida Libraries, II (December, 1951), 10.
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the collections. In 1947 when the Minimma Foundation Pro¬
gram made Special Service Units^ available to Florida schools
at one per each eight teachers. Bay County used some of its
units for librarians. Librarians for the schools were care¬
fully selected from volunteers and appointees from the class¬
room teachers of the county and sent to summer school to take
courses in library service. In instances when schools did
not have enough Special Service Units to afford a librarian,
2
one librarian sometimes had to serve as many as three schools.
This library improvement program was continually pro¬
gressing. In 1948 the Bay County School Board set up a bud¬
get for each of its schools at a minimum of $1.00 per child
for library books and $0.50 for audio-visual materials, also
located in the library. The first director of instructional
materials was appointed in 1951 after the advisory staff of
the Superintendent of Bay County Piiblic Schools consulted
with principals as to what types of units they felt most
needed.^
^The number of non-instructional personnel at a school
is dependent upon the nTunber of available special service
units. These units are determined by dividing the average
daily attendance by 27 (the average number in a class) and




Bay County schools have become outstanding in north
west Florida for their program of library service which is
exceptional in many respects. For many years the school
authorities and citizens of the county have realized the im¬
portance of good library service to education, and have
worked toward achieving state and national standards.
Bay is one of the counties in West Florida that has a ma¬
terials center with a Director of Instructional Materials
in charge. The center...is the distribution point to all
the schools for educational films, resource materials,
professional and supplementary books, and periodicals, as
well as special audio-visual equipment. Bay is one of the
few counties in the state that has a centralized library
in each school with library service. All of the schools
except seven have a full-time librarian who is trained in
library service, or is doing in-service work toward be¬
coming certified.^
General Characteristics of the City
Panama City is located in Bay County on St. Andrews Bay
and the Gulf of Mexico equi-distant from Pensacola and
Tallahassee. Its population of 33,275 is approximately one-
half of Bay County's 67,131. Many jobs are made available by
industries such as the International Paper Company, Navy Mine
Defense Laboratory, the Tyndall Air Force Base, concrete
block manufacturers, tourism and fisheries. Due to the lack
Iris Owens, Bay County Director of Instructional Ma¬
terials. Talk given at the Area Supervisors' Conference at
Chipola Junior College, Marianna, Florida, October 24, 1960.
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of formal training, many of the better paying jobs are not
available to Patterson Elementary School parents. Surveys
show the average level of education of Negro parents to be
at the 6.8 grade level.^ The median income was: $2,509 per
2
family and $1,130 per person in 1959.
While there are many recreational facilities in Panama
City, those available to parents and students of the Patterson
Elementary school are limited to the beaches, the Recreation
Center, the Municipal Auditori-um, ball parks, and activities
provided by youth clubs, churches, and theaters.
Communication is provided by one television and three
radio stations and two regular newspapers. Transportation
is provided by Greyhound and Trailway Bus Companies, two air¬
ports, local boating services, and trains. No passenger
train service is available to Panama City.
Bay County's educational system is composed of 22 ele¬
mentary, three junior high, and three senior high schools.
Of these, four elementary schools, one junior high school,
and one senior high school are available for Negroes. Sepa¬
rate junior colleges and adult and vocational programs are
^U. S. Bureau of the Census. U. S. Census of Popula¬
tion; I960. General Social and Economic Characteristics,
Florida. Final Report PC(l)-iiC. (Washington, D. C.: U. S.
Government Printing Office, 1961). Table 87, p. 11-256.
^Ibid., p. 11-262.
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available for college students and for other adults who are
interested in furthering their education.
Among the privately supported schools are five which
belong to religious agencies, a school for retarded children,
and six kindergartens. Of the private schools, two religious
schools and two kindergartens are available to Negro children.
A special school for mentally retarded children does not ac¬
cept Negro children but special classes for these children
are available in the piiblic elementary schools.
History of the School
The Oscar Patterson Elementary School had its beginning
in 1920. School was held in such places as the Old Knights
of Pythians Building, the Old Masonic Hall, in the Packers'
home, and the Potter's Temple Holiness Church.^
During a ten-year period beginning in 1927, the Mill¬
ville area, the area in which the Patterson Elementary School
is now located, was without a school. Because of the long
distance that the children had to walk, Mrs. Annie Pearl
Packer, a housewife with some teaching experience, started
teaching 15 first and second grade children in her home.
^"A Self-Study and Evaluation for a Cooperative Pro¬
gram in Elementary Education Prepared by the Faculty of the
Oscar Patterson Elementary School for the Southern Associa¬
tion of Colleges and Schools" (Panama City, Florida, 19643,
pp. 3-4. (Mimeographed.)
8
After two months the classes were moved to the Potter's
Temple Holiness Church. It was during this time that the
people of Millville realized the need for a permanent school
building. A committee under the leadership of Mr. Oscar
Patterson, an elderly Negro citizen who was interested in
bettering the educational opportunities for the children in
his community, purchased and renovated the first school build¬
ing for the Millville area.^
It was not until 1948 that Bay County saw fit to build
a one-room school building. The enrollment had increased to
approximately 40 pupils in the first three grades. By 1950
another teacher had to be added because of the enrollment in¬
crease. The year of 1952 brought an increased enrollment of
69 pupils and a change of the school name from Millville Ele-
2
mentary School to the Oscar Patterson Elementary School.
In 1954, the school moved to its present site which is
a ten-acre plot. This new school, housed in temporary facil¬
ities (war surplus barracks) included seven classrooms and a
principal's office. More barracks and teachers had to be
added each year to meet the needs of the steadily increasing
enrollment. The first-full-time librarian was added to the
^"A Self-Study" log, cit., p. 4.
^Ibid.. p. 4.
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school for the 1957-58 school term. It was during this year
that the Patterson Elementary School, for the first time, be¬
came fully accredited by the state of Florida with all
teachers certified and teaching in their fields. In May,
1964, this school was evaluated, along with the other Bay
County elementary schools, and recommended to be accredited
by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.^
On November 20, 1958, the school moved from the bar¬
racks to a modern structure consisting of 12 classrooms, a
library, cafetorium, first-aid room and offices. Before the
end of that term, six additional classrooms were added to ac¬
commodate the overflow of students who were still attending
classes in the barracks. By 1961, the enrollment had out¬
grown the building and the barracks had to be used again.
The school board let a contract for six additional classrooms
which were completed in time to begin school for the 1962-63
school term. A special education suite for the mentally re¬
tarded children was added. The building is equipped with an
2
all weather control system.
Currently the Patterson Elementary School is composed
of 25 classrooms which include eight primary classrooms
^Ibid.. p. 5.
^Ibid., p. 5 .
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(39 feet four inches by 25 feet four inches) equipped with
restrooms, 16 intermediate classrooms (31 feet four inches
by 25 feet four inches) and a special education room also
equipped with a restroom. There are 25 members on the faculty
which includes 20 classroom teachers, a music teacher, a li¬
brarian, a special education teacher, a principal and an
assistant principal. A speech therapist is available two
days a week to serve the students with speech defects. The
student enrollment for 1963-64 was 565.^
Table 1 shows the enrollment of the Patterson Elemen¬
tary School by grades and sex. It also shows the teacher-
pupil ratio to be 30 or less as required by level 2 state
standards.^
Because this is a feeder school for the County, it has
a wide variation in pupil backgrounds. The students who at¬
tend this school live in Millville, East End, the Ninth and
Fifteenth Street areas, and Youngstown. The overflow of
children from the Glenwood Elementary School and from Tyndall
Elementary School attend this school. Even though many of
the students walk to school, there are five regular bus
^Ibid.. pp. 5-6.
2
State Department of Education. Accreditation Stand¬
ards for Florida Schools (Tallahassee: State Department of
Education, 1963-1964).
TABLE 1
ENROLLMENT OF THE PATTERSON ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL BY GRADES AND SEX
Number of Pupils by Grades
First Second Third Fourth Fifth Sixth Sp Ed.
Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boyd Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls
18 11 14 15 15 10 14 13 17 13 15 14 8 7
14 14 12 17 13 12 14 13 8 19 12 16 ■ a • ■
12 17 13 13 9 17 18 10 *5 *5 *8 *6 a a ■ ■
15 15 13 15 14 11 m m ■ m « ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ m a a ■ ■
*Combination classes with fifth and sixth grade students
12
routes with four buses to serye the children.
The individual school library cannot satisfy all of
the needs for instructional materials; therefore, a central
materials collection has been organized to serve the county
school system. This system-wide materials center, located
on Magnolia Avenue in downtown Panama City, Florida, supple¬
ments the services provided in the individual schools with
a film library and a professional library. It also includes
supplementary and exhibit collections of filmstrips, slides,
recordings, sample copies of models, textbooks and trade
books, and materials for the production of graphic and photo¬
graphic materials and other materials and equipment.
2
According to the Self-Study of the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School, the philosophy of this school is as
follows:
¥e believe that it is the duty of the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School to create and maintain an environment
in which pupils are able to acquire the necessary under¬
standings, skills, appreciations, habits and attitudes for
effective living.
We also believe that each child should be given op¬
portunities to develop emotionally, morally, socially,
spiritually, and physically at his greatest rate of speed
to the fullness of his potentialities.
^"A Self-Study...," loc. cit., p. 5.
^Ibid.
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We further believe that the school should use the com-
munity resources in helping to realize its objectives.^
From the same source, the objectives of the school are
stated as follows:
1. To encourage within the child a desire to grow in
open mindedness and to recognize and accept social
changes.
2. To help children establish effective study and work
habits.
3. To provide an atmosphere conducive to gaining skills,
appreciations, habits, and attitudes necessary for
effective living.
4. To stimulate each child's insight of his potential¬
ities that lead toward a greater degree of living
efficiency.
5. To teach respect for the cultures of all peoples so
that we may live harmoniously among nations.
6. To instill respect for authority and for the rights
of others.
7. To make the most effective use of all available com¬
munity resources.
8. To help each child show growth in body structure
and function, activity and rest habits, body care
and grooming, prevention and control of illness and
disability, eating habits, and in favorable atti¬
tudes toward food, mental health and personal ad¬
justment, safety and first aid, and community health.
9. To provide a variety of activities that will aid in
developing organic fitness, physical ability and
body coordination, recreational habits and interests,




character and better citi2senship.
The curriculnm provides a balanced, organized program
of learning experiences within "flexible schedules that are
interrelated and that are of logical scope and sequence. It
is designed to meet the needs of individuals in this com-
2
munity." It provides opportunities for problem solving,
self-direction, leadership and group behavior. Included in
such a program are "understandings and practices of the basic
values of our democratic society, and of moral and spiritual
values.
Besides classroom activities, several clubs and organ¬
izations carry on a program which provides growth as well as
enrichment for their members. Included in this group are
the Student Council, the School Patrols, the Library Assist¬
ants Club, the Brownie and Girl Scouts, the Cub and Boy
Scouts, the Savings Club, the Art ClTib, the French Club, the
Glee Club, and the Band. Regularly scheduled chapel programs
provide participating and listening activities.
The School Library





School Library is to further the achievement of the over-all
objectives of the school. Some specific purposes of the
school library are; to provide a carefully selected, well-
balanced collection of appropriate books, magazines, pamph¬
lets, newspapers, and pictorial materials to meet the in¬
structional and recreational reading needs of the pupils at
every age and level of his growth; to provide opportunities
for pupils to experience actual use of the library as a
source of inspiration, pleasure, and information and as a
means of developing desirable habits of study and research
and tastes for leisure reading; and to work with teachers in
the selection and use of library materials which contribute
to the teaching program.^
Purpose and Scope
The purpose of this study was to analyze the existing
administrative organization, finance, personnel, quarters
and equipment, collection, and use of the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School Library, Panama City, Florida, as of the
1963-64 school year. The findings were used to determine the
extent to which the library served the needs of the faculty
and students and to compare the services with state and na¬
tional school library standards.
^Meredith Whitla Darlington and Rose Arlene Skudler,
A Teacher^s Handbook for the Self-Evaluation of an Elemen¬




Data for this survey were secured through observation
of the library's services and quarters; examination of finan¬
cial, accession, circulation, shelf-list, inventory, and
audio-visual utilization records, annual reports and question¬
naires .
Literature on elementary school library service was
read to provide background information for this study.
Standards for School Library Programs^ and Accreditation
2
Standards for Florida Schools were used for evaluating the
quantitative aspects of the library program, the physical
quarters and personnel. A Basic Book Collection for Elemen-
3
tary Grades was used for evaluating the materials collec¬
tion.
Questionnaires were given to all teachers and 80 stu¬
dents. The teachers' questionnaire was designed to find out
which services they would like to see added and in what ways
they had worked cooperatively with the librarian. The
The American Association of School Librarians, Stand¬
ards for School Library Programs (Chicago: American Library
Association, 1960).
2
Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit.
3
Miriam Snow Mathes and others, A Basic Book Collection
for Elementary Grades (7th ed.; Chicago: American Library
Association, 1960).
17
questionnaire given to the students was used to help deter¬
mine the effectiveness of library services for students at
the Oscar Patterson Elementary School. Permission was se¬
cured from the principal for 80 students to respond to a
questionnaire which was administered by the librarian. This
sample of 80 students was made up of 10 students selected
from each class. Every third name from the teachers' rolls
was selected using each section of the fourth, fifth and
sixth grades of this school. Each question was read and
time was given for the student to check his answers on the
questionnaire. These data were analyzed and tabulated to
help determine the effectiveness of the library program for
students.
Annual reports were used to show the trends in the de¬
velopment of the materials collection and in library services.
The reports used cover a period of five years beginning with
the 1959-60 school term and ending with the 1963-64 school
term.^
^Oscar Patterson Elementary School Library. "Annual




A good library is operated so that materials needed
are easily located and borrowed. Any services necessary for
effective use of these materials should be freely available.
In a school, the library should be carefully located for the
maximum convenience of the students and teachers who will use
it. Consideration should be given to what is to be kept in
them and what activities are necessary in planning the
quarters.
This chapter is concerned with the adequacy of the per¬
sonnel, quarters and equipment, finance and library activities
and services for students and teachers. Attendance and cir¬
culation are also discussed.
Personnel
Recommendations for the size of the library staff are
based on the school enrollment and the services which the
library is expected to offer. The requirements in Accredi ta-
tion Standards for Florida Schools^ are of three levels:
^State Department of Education, loc. cit.
18
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Level 1 requirements describe basic indispensable essentials
in the school program. Level 2 requirements are intended to
insure functionality of the school as an institution and give
scope and effectivenes.s to its program, and Level 3 require¬
ments are designed to define the schools of tomorrow and to
offer goals for long-range planning and achievement.^
The standards for certification of librarians and
audio-visual coordinators are:
Level 1 Librarians and audio-visual coordinators
shall be properly certified in library sci¬
ence or library science and audio-visual
service or be completing six semester hours
toward regular certification each year.
Level 2 Librarians and audio-visual coordinators shall
hold a rank III or higher certificate in li¬
brary science or library science and audio¬
visual service, grades 1-12.
Level 3 Librarians and audio-visual coordinators shall
hold a rank II or higher certificate in li¬
brary science and audio-visual service, grades
1-12.^
















'Ibid.. p, viii, ^Ibid., pp. 31-32. ^id.. pp. 32-33.
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In Standards for School Library Programs recommenda¬
tions are as follows: "For the first 900 students or major
fraction thereof: 1 librarian for each 300 students or major
fraction thereof"^ and "1 clerk for each 600 students or ma-
2
jor fraction thereof."
Only one librarian is employed at the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School. She meets both Level 1 and Level 2 state
certification requirements. Library personnel requirements
are met at Level 1, but a clerk is needed in order to meet
Level 2 and Level 3. According to national standards, the
library does not meet personnel requirements for a school of
this size. One clerk and another librarian are needed to
meet the national standards.
3
All three levels on library policies and committees
are met for the Florida standards for school libraries. The
library committee is composed of the librarian and four
other members of the faculty. The library committee, along
with the other members of the faculty, fomulated policies
regarding library materials and services. They used the
policies formulated by the county library organization for
^American Library Association, loc. cit., p. 25.
^Ibid.
"^Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit.,
pp. 63-64.
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controversial materials. The policies directly related to
students are included in the student handbook.
The members of the library committee are appointed by
the principal because of their training or interest in li¬
brary service, because of the grades in which they are teach¬
ing, and because of other qualifications such as typing and/
or art ability.
The Library Assistants' Cliib at the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School met the requirements on the national level.^
The purpose of this Club is to help carry on the activities
of the library. The student library assistants are organized
into a staff organization and have regular staff meetings to
discuss plans, routines and problems relating to their work.
Quarters and Equipment
The reading room which is 1,380 square feet is large
enough to seat the largest class with space to accommodate
other users of the library. It is not large enough to seat
the 57 pupils who comprise 10 per cent of the enrollment.
Sufficient space is available for both library furniture and
materials to be used comfortably and conveniently by library
2
users. The capacity of the library meets neither national
^American Library Association, loc. cit.. pp. 20-21.
^Ibid.. pp. 119-120.
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nor state^ standards which require library space to seat 10
per cent of the enrollment.
The library includes a workroom-storage area which is
136 square feet separated from the reading room by a wall
with a glass vision panel and equipped with electrical out¬
lets, running water, shelves and storage cabinets which are
used for the preparation, servicing, and storage of printed
and audio-visual materials. The workroom-storage area also
includes a counter of two heights covered with a formica top
2
and sink. State standards on work and storage space do not
include dimensions but require that adequate space be avail¬
able. These standards are met because the space available
is enough for storing and servicing the printed and audio¬
visual materials that are available. The national standards,
which require a room of 400 square feet, are not met.
The conference room, located opposite the workroom-
storage area and adjacent to the reading room, is the same
size as the workroom. It is separated from the reading room
by a wall with a glass vision panel and from the workroom-
storage area by accordion doors. The ceiling in the con¬
ference room, as well as those in the other parts of the
Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit.. p. 101.
^Ibid./ p, 100.
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library, has been acoustically treated to help absorb sound.
Portable equipment that is available for use in the confer¬
ence room includes a magnetic chalk board, record players,
a tape recorder, and projectors. National standards and
Level 2 state standards are met. Level 3 state standards
which requires two or more conference rooms are not met.
Library furniture and equipment include a bulletin
board, three display boards, eight tables with six chairs
for each table, a rectangular circulation desk of sitting
height, a library card catalog cabinet with 12 drawers, a
four-drawer cabinet for shelf-list cards, two legal size
metal files, space for housing filmstrips, tape recordings,
records, objects, models, specimen!, and a typewriter. The
tables are of the following proportions: three 23", two 25",
and two 27" high which are 3' x 5* and one 25" high round
table which is 4' in diameter. The saddle seat and curved
backed chairs are proportioned to fit the tables. The round
table is located in the reading nook partially surrounded by
double-faced, counter height shelving.
Other equipment and furniture include a book truck,
two dictionary stands, an atlas stand, picture files, and
wall pictures. Plants and art objects are also available to
make the library more attractive and inviting.
National standards which are not met are those that
24
require a wall glass exhibit case, window seats and informal
furniture. All state standards are met on furniture and
equipment.
The audio-visual equipment in the Patterson Elementary
School Library is composed of one eight millimeter and two
16 millimeter sound projectors, two filmstrip and slide pro¬
jectors, an opaque projector, six record players (one of
which is equipped with earphones), a tape recorder, a tele¬
vision, three projection screens, and two portable projection
stands. National standards are met only on 16 millimeter
sound projectors and opaque projectors. To meet these
standards the following audio-visual equipment is needed:
one filmstrip and slide projector, one tape recorder, eight
projection screens, one overhead projector, five radios and
four televisions. All Level 1 state standards are met ex¬
cept the one on accessories for audio-visual equipment. Ear¬
phones would be needed to meet this standard. To meet Level
2 standards the following would be needed: an overhead or
opaque projector, a tape recorder, a projection screen, two
projection stands, and earphones for record players. In
order to meet Level 3 standards, the following equipment
would be needed; at least one 16 millimeter motion picture
projector, one filmstrip projector, two opaque or overhead
projectors, two tape recorders, at least 16 record players.
25
mounted screens or projection surfaces in the classrooms,
and a large projection screen in the auditorium, a 35 milli¬
meter and/or poloroid camera and a motion picture camera and
eight projection stands.
Finance
The Patterson Elementary School has appropriated $1.00
per child for printed materials other than magazines and
$0.50 per child for audio-visual materials.^ The amount of
the appropriation is based on the average daily attendance
for the seventh school month. Magazine, supply, and rebind¬
ing money comes from the regular school funds, the amount
being determined by the school's needs. A 45 per cent re¬
imbursement is made to school budgets when science, mathe¬
matics, or foreign language materials are purchased accord¬
ing to provisions made by the National Defense Education
Act. This amount does not meet the American Library Associa¬
tion standards which recommends $4.00-$6.00 for books and
$2.00-$6.00 for audio-visual materials. Funds available for
supplies and repair of equipment are adequate. Funds for
purchasing equipment are inadequate. The library budget as
Bay County School Librarians Association, Manual of
Library Practices for Bay County Schools (Revised edition;
Panama City, Florida: Bay County School Librarians Associa¬
tion, 1960), p. 2.
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reconunsncied. by "hlie state standards is also inadequate.
The annual ejqDenditure for library materials is shovm
for a five-year period beginning with the expenditure for the
1959-60 school term and ending with the 1963-64 school term
in Table 2. These figures include amounts spent for ency¬
clopedias, other books, magazines, newspapers, pamphlets,
audio-visual materials, audio-visual repairs, supplies, re¬
binding, and equipment. Table 2 shows that an additional
TABLE 2
EXPENDITUEES FOR LIBRARY MATERIALS AT THE
OSCAR PATTERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL FOR
A FIVE-YEAR PERIOD, 1959-60 - 1963-64
Type of Material
Fiscal Year
1959-60 1960-61 1961-62 1962-63 1963-64
Encyclopedias $114.00 84.70 139.00
Other Books 1106.88 520.60 668.00 665.00 600.42
Magazines 81.75 74.75 91.00 100.00 100.00
Newspapers 38.35 38.35 38.35 38.35 38.35
Pamphlets 5.05 6.00 ■ a • . « •
Audio-visual Materials 55.00 194.45 68.47 100.00 47.97
Repairs *■ ■ _ _ * *■ ■ 119.70 97.32
Supplies 58.00 52.65 114.67 132.50 120.87
Rebinding ■ ■ • « 73.17 37.41 92.60
Equipment 72.69 397.16 149.75 103.75 ■ ■
Total $1421.72 $L368.66 $1223.41 $1296.71 $1205.63
*Audio-visual repairs were made from the general school
fund.
$1000.00 was allotted in 1959 for library materials to help
build up the collection in the new library.
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Library Activities and Services
Inasmuch, as the purpose of the school library is to
provide supplementary materials for all subjects and inter¬
ests of pupils and teachers, the librarian must be concerned
with ways of promoting this purpose. As in any other area
of library service, there are basic standards which must be
met in the area of library activities and services.
Library activities and services for students include
free reading and reading guidance, listening and viewing
activities, instruction in library skills, accessibility,
and library club participation.
Without reading guidance many children do not read and
many others only read on a particular subject or for enjoy¬
ment. To help alleviate this problem, the librarian pre¬
pared a reading pattern for the intermediate grades and one
for the primary grades. The reading pattern for the inter¬
mediate grades was based on the Dewey Decimal Classification
scheme and includes its major divisions. Subject areas for
the primary reading pattern were chosen from the broad subject
headings used in the card catalog. Each child was given a
reading pattern to keep a record of the number of books which
he read under each subject area. This encouraged the child
to try to get a book read in each subject area.
Other techniques are used to help in reading guidance.
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Bulletin boards and displays are prepared -which focus on
good reading. Special library newsletters are prepared once
each semester, these include accounts of books reviewed by
students and the librarian. Library news is also included
in the regular school paper. New books added to the collec¬
tion are displayed for checking out. Assembly programs
spotlighting library services are sponsored periodically
both by library assistants and classes. Book talks, story¬
telling and reading aloud are other techniques used to aid
in reading guidance. Essay contests and storytelling festi¬
vals have also been used.
The Oscar Patterson Elementary School Library pro¬
vides, both from its collection, the Bay County Materials
Center, and from other sources, recordings, filmstrips, films,
and other audio-visual materials such as slides, models, and
specimen for its patrons. These materials are correlated
with units of study or other items of interest for the stu¬
dents. The availability of a conference room and the flexi¬
bility of the library schedule provide for greater utiliza¬
tion of these facilities. Provisions are not made for stu¬
dents to check these materials out for home use.
A planned program of library instruction for teaching
the use of the library was made by the librarian, teachers,
and pupils. This program was set-up to help pupils become
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skillful and discriminating users of the library and its re¬
sources. Seventy-three per cent of the teachers reported in
the questionnaire (see Table 6) that their classes made
visits to the library at least once per week. During these
library periods pupils were given instruction in the use of
library materials, along with other activities which were
correlated with class instruction. This instruction, which
begins with the first grade, is developed gradually as the
students' needs for additional skills arise. Diagnostic
tests were given at the beginning of each school term to stu¬
dents in the intermediate grades to detenaine which skills
needed stressing. A "Suggested List of School Library
Activities" is included in the county manual.^ This manual
also includes operation procedures for available audio-visual
equipment.^
In order for the library to provide the best services
for its patrons, it must be open at hours best suited for
them and its resources must be available for use with the
least possible trouble.
This library is open for 30 minutes before and after
school. During the school day, it is available to be used




by individuals, small groups and for scheduled library
periods by classes.
The library does not have a fixed schedule but is ar¬
ranged so that classes may schedule periods that best suit
their needs. There is a distinct advantage in this type of
schedule because the library also has to serve as an audio¬
visual room. If a film is requested for a time when it is
not available, the schedule is not upset because the class
can be scheduled for another day or time. This type of
scheduling also provides for less time to be wasted because
classes only schedule periods when they want or need to use
the library.
Another service provided to students of the Patterson
Elementary School is membership in the Library Assistants'
Gliib. The purpose of the Library Assistants' Club is to
help carry on the activities of the library. It is organ¬
ized into a staff organization and has meetings to discuss
plans, routines, and problems relating to their work.
Admission to the club is on a voluntary basis only.
Members who do not continue to exemplify the characteristics
which are included in the qualifications of a good library
assistant are asked to withdraw. These qualifications in¬
clude:
1. Desire to work in the library
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2. Ability to work with others
3. Sense of responsibility
4. Ability to take directions
5. Interest in books
6. Neatness in work and appearance
7. Special talents that can be used effectively in
the library
All activities are planned to provide growth of the
individual pupil. Activities in which library assistants
participate are:
1. Checking books out and in
2. Re-shelving books
3. Helping primary children in the selection and
borrowing of books
4. Helping with playing of records and the showing of
films and filmstrips to classes
5. Helping to keep teachers and students informed of
new library services and materials
6. Helping to plan and arrange bulletin boards and
displays
7. Helping to keep the library clean, orderly and at¬
tractive
8. Stamping ownership marks in new books and magazines
9. Helping with the taking of inventory10.Making suggestions for purchasing new materials
Because of the contribution that the library assistants
make to the library program, various ways of showing
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appreciation for this unselfish service have been provided.
Certificates of merit are awarded at the end of the school
term during the awards day chapel service. Visits to other
school libraries and the county public library are made. At
the end of each school term, an annual spring picnic is held
for library assistants.
The program for student assistants is satisfactory ac¬
cording to those recommended on the national level. No state
standards are given on library assistants.
A library program can never be a success if the libra¬
rian does not have the cooperation of the teachers. For
best results, library policies formulated by the librarian
and the teachers should be used to govern their relation¬
ships .
The librarian must also provide services to the
teachers. She is constantly searching for materials that
will be helpful in the teaching program. She provides re¬
quested materials from the local collection or secures ma¬
terials from other collections. She prepares bibliographies
and reading lists on subjects known to be in demand and on
other st±ijects by request. Teachers are informed of new ma¬
terials or other pertinent information through talks in
faculty meeting, memoranda, or individual talks. It is her
duty to compile the film list each week and take it to the
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coun"ty materials center to get films scheduled, to pick them
up and bring them back to the school for use, and return
them to the center. She is also available to help with the
operation of equipment and the effective utilization of the
mediiim.
The librarian also serves the teachers by working with
students. She works with exceptional children by helping
them select materials that will interest and stimulate them.
She provides the opportunity for a feeling of success for a
student who may otherwise be unsuccessful when he is per¬
mitted to display a hobby or collection or when he does art
work for a display or bulletin board.
Library accessibility is just as important for teachers
as it is for students. The services of the library to a
great extent depend upon the accessibility of the library
resources.
The library is available for use by teachers 30 minutes
before classes begin and for 30 minutes after school is out
or one hour and 15 minutes after the last class. The flexi¬
ble schedule, as was mentioned under accessibility for stu¬
dents, allows for a teacher to bring her class to the library
at any time during the day when the interest is high. If it
is not possible for the class to schedule a period at a time
it would like to, usually a period may be scheduled a few
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minutes earlier or later.
Collections for classroom libraries may be borrowed
upon request. When a whole grade is studying the same svib-
ject, materials are placed on reserve so that each class will
have equal opportunity to use them. Classroom collections
are borrowed by teachers but students often have the oppor¬
tunity to help select them.
Open shelves and the library-audio-visual center also
make materials more accessible because they are housed to¬
gether .
The teachers at this school make suggestions for ma¬
terials that they think could be most beneficial on their
grade level. For making these selections, they are provided
with standard tools and guides and professional magazines.
Teachers also see the annual book exhibit of the latest
children's books at the Materials Center, periodic exhibits
at the Materials Center and in the school library they see
other materials such as, geographical materials, audio-visual
materials and equipment, and other teaching aids. Exhibits
at professional meetings are also helpful to teachers in
selecting materials.
Teachers are also given the opportunity to help select
magazines for the library. Lists of recommended magazines
for elementary schools are circulated and teachers are
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reqxiested to check their choices. These choices are tabu¬
lated and studied by the Library Committee before subscrip¬
tions are placed.
A library committee is desirable as a policy-making
group. The main purpose of such a group is to assist in
building throughout the school an understanding of the proper
use of the library and its materials. Standards for the li¬
brary committee are not included in Standards for School
Library Programs.
In addition to its duties of policy making and selec¬
tion, the Library Committee at this school, helped with the
training and supervision of the library assistants, the
planning of activities for special weeks and other celebra¬
tions, the preparation of displays and chapel activities,
and some technical processing. The Library Committee and
library assistants, with suggestions from the other teachers,
students, and the principal, formulated library policies for
teachers and students that are included in the handbook for
teachers and in the handbook for students.
Attendance
Attendance standards are not provided on the national
or state level.
A written record of attendance was not kept. A
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questionnaire submitted to 80 students (see Chapter IV) of
this school showed that 16 per cent of the students visited
the library daily; 57 per cent, almost daily; 23 per cent,
once per week; four per cent, about every two weeks; and, one
per cent visited the library very seldom. A questionnaire
submitted to the teachers revealed that 73 per cent of the
teachers and their classes visited the library once per week.
An average of six classes visited the library each day.
When films were scheduled, the library periods were not as
long and in many instances more classes were able to visit
the library. This does not include students who came to the
library individually or in small groups.
Circulation
Circulation standards are not provided for in Accredi¬
tation Standards for Florida Schools.
Printed materials, other than reference books, are
circulated for home use to any student who can write his
name. Audio-visual materials are only circulated for use at
the school.
The book circulation trend is shown for a five-year
period in Table 3. It contains the n-umber of books circu¬
lated during each of the nine school months, the total number
of books circulated each year, and the average monthly
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circulation for each year. The circulation statistics in
Table 3 do not include a record of books circulated within
the library.
TABLE 3
COMPARATIVE BOOK CIRCULATION STATISTICS OF THE
OSCAR PATTERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL LIBRARY
FOR A FIVE-YEAR PERIOD, 1959-60 - 1963-64
Fiscal Year
Month
1959 1960 1961 1962 1963
September ■ m ■ ■ 340 590 298
October 200 ■ • 557 960 587
November 355 413 470 445 469
December 262 286 197 237 233
January 430 306 332 430 267
February 337 494 458 517 566
March 294 287 452 607 525
April 347 425 415 620 497
May 211 360 136 300 174
Total 2436 2562 3357 4707 3614
Average Monthly
Circulation 304.5 366 373 523 402
CHAPTER III
THE MATERIALS COLLECTION
The library is no longer thought of as only a place for
books. It is considered a materials center which contains a
variety of materials. "The right book for the right child at
the right time"^ might well be paraphrased, "the right ma¬
terials for the right child at the right time." Children
should be exposed to all kinds of materials which make learn¬
ing an exciting adventure for them. It is the place of the
school library to secure these items, process them, and make
them easily accessible.
The Book Collection
The most important of all the resources included in a
library is books. Books should be provided that will enrich
the curriculum, and carry facts, aesthetic experiences, and
vicarious experiences.
The book collection in the Oscar Patterson Elementary
School Library met neither state nor national standards.
Table 4 shows, according to subject areas, the percentage of
^Lucile F. Fargo, The Library in the School (4th edi¬
tion; Chicago: American Library Association, 1947), p. 149.
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TABLE 4
THE ADEQUACY OF THE BOOK COLLECTION AS COMPAEED























General Works 2 23 113 90 56 33
Philosophy 0.5 4 28 21 14 7
Religion 1 47 57 10 28
Social Sciences 5 217 283 66 141
Languages 0.5 41 28 ■ ■ 14
Science 8 273 452 179 228
Applied Science 5 160 283 123 141
Fine Arts 3 112 170 58 85
Literature 5 88 283 195 141 53
Geography 12.5 157 706 549 353 196
History, Travel
and Biography 12.5 158 706 548 353 195
Fiction and Story
Collection 20 419 1130 711 565 146
Easy and Picture
Books 25 396 1413 1017 706 310
Total 100 2098 4239 3567 2825 940
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books recommended for the collection, the number of books on
hand, the size the collection should be to meet the Florida
state standards at level 1, the number of books needed to
meet state standards at level 1, the size that the collection
should be to meet national standards, and the number of books
needed to meet national standards. These figures were based
on the 1963 fiscal year enrollment which was 565 students.
A comparison of the library holdings of the Oscar
Patterson Elementary School with A Basic Book Collection for
Elementary Grades is shown in Table 5. It shows the number
of titles held by the library according to the subject areas
represented by the Dewey Decimal Classification system.
Table 5 also shows that the average per cent of titles held
by the library was 46.
The library's reference collection met both state and
national standards. The reference collection was composed
of three unabridged dictionaries; five sets of standard re¬
commended encyclopedias, three of which were published with¬
in the last five years; three atlases, encyclopedia annuals
and yearbooks; special purpose dictionaries and other refer¬
ence books from each subject area of the Dewey Decimal Classi¬
fication.
The selection procedures were based mainly on the cur¬
riculum and needs of the individual students. The principles
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TABLE 5
A COMPARISON OF THE LIBRARY HOLDINGS OF THE
OSCAR PATTERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL WITH
A BASIC BOOK COLLECTION FOR
ELEMENTARY GRADES










School Librarian 20 9 45
Reference Books 12 8 67
Religion 12 10 83
Social Sciences 91 57 63
Languages 3 2 67
Science 130 75 58
Applied Science 100 42 42
Fine Arts 50 24 48
Literature 36 15 42
History, Travel,
and Biography 229 85 38
Fiction 215 79 37
Picture Books and
Easy Books 138 73 53
Totals 1036 479 46
inco2T3orated in the "School Library Bill of Rights"^ were
American Library Association, loc. cit., p. 75.
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applied in selecting books for the library. The coverage of
materials was good even though the collection was not well-
balanced. When it was not possible to examine books for
purchasing, standard tools and reliable guides were used in
making selections. Teachers and students also made sugges¬
tions for purchasing materials that were appropriate for the
needs of boys and girls.
Provisions were made for materials to be purchased
throughout the school year. At least 50 per cent of the
budget was spent at the end of the previous year. This left
enough money for other purchases to be made as new materials
became available or when additional requests were made.
Periodicals
National standards, which required at least 25 maga¬
zines, and state Level 2 standards, which required at least
15 magazine subscriptions, were met in this library collec¬
tion for students. Level 3 state standards which required
30 subscriptions were not met. The national standards for
magazines which required at least five titles in the areas of
librarianship and instructional materials were not met.
There were only three subscriptions for professional maga¬
zines .
The standards on newspaper subscriptions were met on
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neither the national nor the state level. The American
Library Association required from three to six newspaper siib-
scriptions. The state standards recommended at least three
newspaper subscriptions with news coverage at the state, na¬
tional, and international levels or a minimum of six news¬
papers. Subscriptions were made to the local newspaper and
to one weekly news publication.
The following is a list of the periodicals for which
the library subscribes:
American Girl Popular Science
Boys' Life School Activities
Child Life School Arts
Children's Activities School Library Journal
Children's Digest Sports Illustrated
Children's Playmate Wee Wisdom
Ebony World News of the Week (A weekly
news publication)
Florida Wilflife
The Panama City News
Ingenue
Jack and Jill Complimentary subscriptions:








The vertical or information file is one of the most
essential holdings of a library. It includes pamphlets,
pictures and clippings that will meet recreational and in-
fo2miational interests and needs of the pupils.
Vertical file materials have accumulated and been filed
in a legal-sized filing cabinet under 50 subject areas as re¬
commended in standard subject heading guides. These materials
are selected from those recommended in The Vertical File Index
and from the Florida State Department of Education, the Bay
County Chamber of Commerce, newspapers, magazines, discarded
books, and free and inexpensive materials advertised in maga¬
zines .
Audio-Visual Materials
For the best effects, elementary school children need
materials which they can see and handle. Audio-visual ma¬
terials, if used properly, can help fulfill this need by
arousing curiosity and developing critical thinking in
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situations where this would be otherwise impossible. The
library plays an important role in providing these materials.
It is the responsibility of the librarian to select, organize,
catalog, shelve or file, and display these materials so that
they can be easily found and used.
As for the other materials that have been discussed,
there are recommended standards for audio-visual materials.
Recommended state standards are:
1. A sufficient number of all types of audio-visual
materials for use in the classrooms, in the school
library, and for home use.
2. Films used six or more times a year are purchased.
3. Filmstrips and recordings used more than once a
year are purchased.^
The state standards on audio-visual materials provide
three per cent at Level 1, five per cent at Level 2, and 10
per cent of the library materials budget at Level 3 be spent
2
for audio-visual materials.
The audio-visual collection of the Oscar Patterson
Elementary School Library was composed of 57 recordings, 124
filmstrips, eight resource units, 12 picture units, 50 verti¬
cal file folders, four wall and three chart maps, one 16" and
^Ibid., p. 25.
2
Florida State Department of Education, loc. cit.,
pp. 72-73.
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two 12" globes, 20 charts, three sets of specimen collections,
and a fully equipped science kit and science table.
The audio-visual collection of the Bay County Materials
Center which supplements the very limited school library col¬
lection included: 129 charts, 600 films, 40 filmstrips, 10
games, two globes, 10 maps, 15 models, three puzzles, 78 re¬
cordings, 300 resource units, 125 slides, and 100 trans¬
parencies .
CHAPTER IV
ANALYSIS OF USE AND OPINIONS OF FACULTY
AND STUDENTS IN REGARD TO THE LIBRARY
Faculty
A questionnaire was administered to the 22 classroom
teachers of the Oscar Patterson Elementary School to deter¬
mine the available library services and materials and the
extent to which they were being utilized (see Table 6). Six¬
teen or 73 per cent of the teachers reported that their
classes made visits to the library at least once per week
for a scheduled library period; four or 18 per cent gave neg¬
ative answers. The other two did not respond to this item.
Ail teachers pointed out that the library had an attractive
and inviting atmosphere.
Teachers need many kinds of books and materials to
carry out curricular and extra-curricular activities. Text¬
books cannot do the job alone; therefore, the library must
acquire and make easily accessible supplementary materials.
All of the teachers used a variety of materials. Thirteen or
59 per cent used magazines often, four or 18 per cent seldom
used magazines, and five or 23 per cent gave no response.
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TABLE 6
KINDS OF MATERIALS AND FREQUENCY OF USE
BY TEACHERS
Often Seldom Never No Response
















Magazines 13 59 4 18 , a ■ ■ 5 23
Books 19 86 I 5 • ■ ■ ■ 2 9
Filins 18 82 I 4.5 1 4.5 2 9
Filicistrips 18 82 2 9 2 9 ■ ■ ■ ■
Slides 2 9 7 32 10 45 3 14
Recordings 6 27 7 32 6 27 3 14
Pamphlets 8 36.5 8 36.5 4 18 2 9
Newspapers 5 23 14 63.5 3 13.5 ■ ■
Clippings 7 32 10 45 5 23 « ■
Book Jackets 12 55 6 27 4 18 ■ ■
Pictures 13 59 7 32 2 9 ■ ■
Maps and Globes 11 50 8 36 3 14 ■ ■
File of Community Resources 10 45 9 41 3 14 ■ ■
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The questionnaire revealed that books were used by
teachers more than any other material (see Table 6). Nine¬
teen, or 86 per cent of the teachers used books often. One
or five per cent did not reply. Films and filmstrips ranked
second in usage. Eighteen or 82 per cent often used films
and filmstrips, three or 14 per cent seldom used them, and
the other two did not respond. Slides were used least of
all the materials. Only two or nine per cent of the teachers
used slides often, seven or 32 per cent seldom used them and
10 or 45 per cent never used them. Three teachers did not
respond to this item. Recordings were often used by six or
27 per cent of the teachers, seven or 32 per cent seldom used
recordings, and six or 27 per cent never used recordings.
Three teachers gave no answer to this item. Eight or 36.5
per cent used pamphlets often, 36.5 per cent seldom used them
and four or 18 per cent never used pamphlets. Two or nine
per cent did not respond. Newspapers were used often by five
or 23 per cent of the respondents, 14 or 63.5 per cent seldom
used newspapers and three or 13.5 per cent never used news¬
papers. Seven which is 32 per cent of the teachers used
clippings often, 10 or 45 per cent seldom used them and five
or 23 per cent never used clippings. Book jackets were used
often by 12 or 55 per cent of the teachers, six or 27 per
cent seldom used them and four or 18 per cent never used
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clippings. Thirteen or 59 per cent of the respondents used
pictures often, seven or 32 per cent seldom used pictures
and two or nine per cent never used pictures. Maps and
globes were utilized often by 11 or 50 per cent of the
teachers, eight or 36 per cent never used them. The file of
community resources was used by 10 or 45 per cent of the
teachers; nine or 41 per cent seldom used the file and three
or 14 per cent of the teachers never utilized the file on
community resources.
The teachers pointed out that some of the library's
materials were too limited for effective use. Ten or 45 per
cent of the teachers stated that more recordings were needed;
11 or 50 per cent said that additional record players were
desired; two or nine per cent wanted more textfilms; more
music materials, maps and encyclopedias were requested by
three or 14 per cent of the respondents; two or nine per cent
needed more filmstrips; tapes and tape recorders were de¬
sired by five or 23 per cent of the teachers; seven or 32 per
cent expressed the need for more globes; and two or nine per
cent of the teachers pointed out the need for supplementary
professional magazines.
It is necessary to give teachers the opportunity to re¬
quest materials and help with the selection of them in order
to get the materials that are needed for classroom activities.
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Twenty-two or 96 per cent of the teachers reported having
the opportunity to help select materials for the school li¬
brary. One or four per cent said that they did not have the
opportunity to select materials. Eighteen or 81 per cent of
the respondents revealed that they made recommendations for
additional materials. Three or 14 per cent of the teachers
gave no response to this item. The teachers were asked if
they were notified of new materials which the library re¬
ceived. Twenty or 91 per cent of the teachers were notified
of new materials and two or nine per cent reported that they
were not informed of new materials. All of the teachers re¬
ported that they borrowed library materials for enriching
classroom instruction and for recreational purposes.
The accessibility of materials sometimes determines
the extent of usage. One or four per cent of the 22 teachers
often had difficulty in locating library materials without
the assistance of the librarian; 12 or 55 per cent seldom
had difficulty; seven or 32 per cent never had difficulty,
and two or nine per cent gave no response to the question.
Thirteen or 59 per cent of the teachers reported that their
pupils used the library's reference collection; three or 14
per cent reported that their students did not use the refer¬
ence collection; and five or 27 per cent did not reply to
the entry. The 22 teachers were also asked if they were
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familiar with the library's professional collection. Thirteen
or 59 per cent answered in the affirmative; seven or 32 per
cent responded negatively; and two or four per cent did not
supply answers to the item.
Responses to the request for suggestions for school li¬
brary services which are not now available were made by four
or 18 per cent of the teachers. These suggestions were as
follows: Have local staff bring their personal collection of
materials, that would be beneficial to the students, to the
school library and catalog and schedule the same for student
use; secure more records and additional professional books
on music education; and more books on folk dances and activi¬
ties related to music.
Other suggestions for improving the library were made
by four or 18 per cent of the teachers. These suggestions
included: additional audio-visual materials, textfilms and
other supplementary materials to accompany the basic reading
series, visits to other school libraries, more plants, more wall
paintings, air conditioning, and greater motivation of
teachers to read more themselves, and the use of some pro¬
fessional meetings for members of the library committee to
lead and discuss books.
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Students
A questionnaire was submitted to 80 intermediate grade
students selected by taking every third student's name from
the teachers' roll books to help determine the effectiveness
of library services for students at the Oscar Patterson Ele¬
mentary School.
According to the results from the first item of the
questionnaire, all of the students liked to visit the libra¬
ry. Thirteen or 16 per cent reported that they used the
library daily, 46 or 57 per cent used it almost everyday,
18 or 23 per cent used it once per week, three or four per
cent used it about every two weeks, one or one per cent used
it very seldom, and no one reported not using it at all.
The majority of the students used the library during
the school day. Sixty or 75 per cent used the library during
the school day and 42 or 53 per cent came to the library when
the teacher brought the class. Only 12 or 15 per cent came
to the library before school opened and 16 or 20 per cent
after school closed.
The questionnaire revealed as shown in Table 7 that
more students came to the library to see films and filmstrips
and secondly, to read for enjoyment. Fifty-nine or 74 per
cent of the 80 students revealed that they came to the libra¬
ry to see films and filmstrips, 54 or 68 per cent came to the
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library to read for enjoyment, 39 or 49 per cent came to the
library to study lessons, 34 or 43 per cent came to the li¬
brary to borrow books, 13 or 16 per cent revealed that they
came to read or look at magazines, five or six per cent came
to listen to stories, three or four per cent came to meet
friends, two or three per cent came to work as library assist¬
ants, and one or one per cent came to the library to listen
to recordings.
TABLE 7






To study lessons 39 49
To read for enjoyment 54 68
To borrow books 34 43
To read or look at magazines 13 16
To meet friends 3 4
To see films and filmstrips 59 74
To listen to stories 5 6
To listen to records 1 1
To see exhibitions 2 2
To work as library assistants 2 2
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The questionnaire also revealed how these students used
library materials. Sixty-eight or 85 per cent used reference
materials often, 10 or 12 per cent seldom used them, and two
or three per cent never used them. Thirty-five or 44 per
cent used other books often, 31 or 38 per cent seldom used
other books, three or four per cent never used other books,
and 11 or 14 per cent gave no response. Thirteen or 16 per
cent used newspapers often, 16 or 20 per cent never used
them, and 18 or 23 per cent gave no response. Seven or nine
per cent used recordings, and 23 or 28 per cent did not
respond. Nine or 11 per cent used pamphlets often, 24 or
30 per cent seldom used pamphlets, 25 or 32 per cent never
used pamphlets, and 22 or 27 per cent did not respond.
Thirty-three or 41 per cent used pictures often, 23 or 28
per cent seldom used pictures, six or eight per cent never
used pictures, and 18 or 23 per cent gave no response.
Fifteen or 19 per cent used clippings often, 17 or 21 per
cent seldom used clippings, 17 or 21 per cent never used
clippings, and 31 or 39 per cent did not respond. Thirty-
seven or 46 per cent used maps often, 24 or 30 per cent
seldom used maps, three or four per cent never used maps,
and 16 or 20 per cent did not respond. Thirty-five or 44
per cent used globes often, 25 or 31 per cent seldom used
globes, four or five per cent never used globes and 16 or
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20 per cent gave no response. Twenty or 25 per cent used
objects often, 27 or 34 per cent seldom used objects, 13 or
16' per cent never used objects, and 20 or 25 per cent did not
respond. Twenty-seven or 34 per cent used models often, 17
or 21 per cent seldom used models, and 36 or 45 per cent did
not respond. Twenty-five or 31 per cent used objects often,
21 or 26 per cent seldom used objects, 15 or 19 per cent
never used objects, and 19 or 21 per cent made no response.
One or one per cent listed science equipment as being used
often while 79 or 99 per cent did not list additional items.
Seventy-six or 95 per cent of the 80 students were
assisted by the librarian when help was needed in finding
materials, eight or 10 per cent showed that teachers helped
them, and three or three per cent showed that no one helped
them.
The students reported a variety of library materials
as being needed most. Forty-six or 58 per cent reported
books as most needed, nine or 11 per cent reported diction¬
aries, five or six per cent reported reference books, six or
eight per cent reported films, four or five per cent reported
science equipment and materials, one or one per cent reported
the card catalog, four or five per cent reported encyclopedias,
and two or one per cent reported globes as the library mate¬
rials needed most.
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Sixty-three or 79 per cent of the 80 students had been
taught how to use the card catalog, 16 or 20 per cent had
not been taught how to use the card catalog, and one or one
per cent of the students did not respond to the question
about having been taught to use the card catalog.
Fifty-eight or 73 per cent felt that they knew how to
use the card catalog, 19 or 24 per cent did not know how to
use the card catalog, and three or three per cent of the stu¬
dents did not respond.
Two other items which pointed out whether or not stu¬
dents had been taught library skills showed that 65 or 81 per
cent could find infoimation in the dictionary easily, 13 or
16 per cent gave negative responses and three or three per
cent did not respond. Seventy-eight or 98 per cent knew the
best source to use when looking for reference materials and
two or two per cent did not respond.
Seventy-eight or 98 per cent felt free to use the li¬
brary and ask for help when it was needed; two or two per
cent of the students did not respond.
All of the students considered the librarian helpful;
72 or 90 per cent considered her friendly and eight or 10 per
cent did not respond.
CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
The purpose of this survey was to analyze the existing
administrative organization, finance, personnel, quarters
and equipment, and use of the Oscar Patterson Elementary
School Library, Panama City, Florida as of the 1963 fiscal
year. The findings point out the status of the library and
should help school personnel in formulating plans for future
development of the library.
Data were secured through observation of the library's
services and quarters, examination of library records and
reports, and questionnaires. Standards on the elementary
school library in Standards for School Library Programs and
Accreditation Standards for Florida Schools were used to
interpret the data.
The personnel is composed of one full-time librarian
who is also the audio-visual coordinator. The Faculty
Library Committee and the student Library Assistants' Club
are also considered a part of the library personnel.
The physical facilities were inadequate, and there was
a definite need for more equipment and materials on all
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levels to make possible a more well-rounded program.
The budget provided for books, magazines, audio-visual
materials and equipment, and library supplies but the amounts
spent per student were inadequate according to both state and
national standards. No appropriations were made for pro¬
fessional books and magazines for teachers.
Library activities and services for students and
teachers included those recommended in the standards. Though
only a meager collection of professional materials was pro¬
vided, an extensive and up-to-date collection was provided
at the Bay County Materials Center.
No record of attendance was kept. The unfixed library
schedule provided for a more flexible schedule thus making
the library more accessible.
Circulation statistics showed that circulation was be¬
low normal for a school of this size. This is due to insuf¬
ficient motivation and the small materials collection.
The materials collection is far below standards in all
areas except magazine subscriptions. The materials on hand
have been well selected and cared for. The Bay County
Materials Center bridged the gap, to a great extent, in
audio-visual materials that were not available at the local
school.
The questionnaire method was used to determine the
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available library services and materials and the extent to
which they were utilized by the faculty and students.
A questionnaire administered to the 22 classroom
teachers revealed that 73 per cent of their classes made
visits to the library at least once per week for a scheduled
library period. All of the teachers reported that the libra¬
ry had an attractive and inviting atmosphere.
The questionnaire also pointed out that the teachers
used a variety of materials. Books, films and filmstrips
were used most by over 80 per cent of the teachers. At least
50 per cent or more used magazines, book jackets, pictures,
maps and globes often. Forty-five per cent used the file of
community resources often. Over 30 per cent reported that
they used clippings, newspapers, and pamphlets often. Re¬
cordings and slides were the least used. Recordings were
used often by 27 per cent and slides were used often by only
nine per cent of the faculty.
The teachers pointed out that some of the library ma¬
terials were too limited for effective use. Fifty per cent
pointed out that additional record players were needed; 45
per cent needed more recordings; 32 per cent expressed the
need for more globes; 23 per cent needed more tapes and tape
recorders; 14 per cent wanted more maps and encyclopedias;
and nine per cent expressed the need for more textfilms.
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music materials and supplementary professional magazines.
When the 22 teachers responded to being given an op¬
portunity to request materials and help with the selection
of them, 96 per cent reported that they had the opportunity
to help select materials; 81 per cent revealed that they made
recommendations for materials to be added to the library.
Ninety-one per cent of the teachers revealed that they were
notified of new materials acquired by the library. All of
the teachers reported that they borrowed library materials
for enriching classroom instruction and recreational purposes
The accessibility of materials sometimes determines the
extent of usage. Only four per cent of the 22 teachers re¬
ported that they often had difficulty in locating library ma¬
terials. Fifty-nine per cent of the teachers reported that
the reference collection was used regularly by their students
Fifty-nine per cent reported that they were familiar with the
professional collection.
Eighteen per cent of the teachers made suggestions for
school library services which are not now available and other
suggestions for improving the library.
A questionnaire was submitted to 80 intermediate grade
students to help determine the effectiveness of library
services for students at the Oscar Patterson Elementary
School. This questionnaire revealed that all of the students
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liked to visit the library.
The majority of the students reported using the libra¬
ry regularly. Sixteen per cent used it daily, 57 per cent
used it almost daily and 23 per cent used it once per week.
Seventy-five per cent of the students used the library
during the school day and 53 per cent when the teacher
brought the class. Only 15 per cent came to the library be¬
fore school opened and 20 per cent after school closed.
The questionnaire revealed that students visited the
library to see films and filmstrips more than to use any of
the other materials. Secondly, they came to the library to
read for enjoyment. Only four per cent of the 80 students
visited the library to meet friends and two per cent came to
work as library assistants.
The students used all kinds of materials that were
available in the library. They used reference materials,
books from the general collection, newspapers, recordings,
pamphlets, pictures, clippings, maps and globes, objects and
models. Only one per cent reported using science equipment.
Ninety-five per cent of the students were assisted by
the librarian when help was needed in locating materials.
The students also reported that their teachers helped them.
One per cent said that their friends helped them find mate¬
rials in the library and three per cent said that no one
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helped them.
Materials reported needed most by students, in descend¬
ing order, were: books, dictionaries, films, reference books,
science equipment and materials, encyclopedias, globes, and
the card catalog.
Seventy-nine per cent of the 80 respondents revealed
that they had been taught to use the card catalog and 20 per
cent reported that they had not been taught to utilize the
card catalog. Fifty-eight per cent felt that they knew how
to use the card catalog and 24 per cent felt that they did
not know how to use the card catalog.
Two items pointed out the familiarity of students with
library skills. Eighty-one per cent could find information
in the dictionary easily. Ninety-eight per cent knew the
best source to use when looking for reference materials.
Ninety-eight per cent felt free to use the library and
asked for help when it was needed. All of the students con¬
sidered the librarian helpful and 90 per cent considered her
friendly.
Based on the standards used in making this survey, the
available materials were inadequate in most instances. The
services were adequate for the use being made of them. The
results of the survey pointed out that there are certain li¬
brary services and materials which should be given immediate
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attention to insure the benefits of a good library program
in this school. Recommendations for these services and ma¬
terials are:
1. At least $4.00 per pupil should be appropriated
annually for books, with additional amounts ap¬
propriated to bring the collection up to minimum
standards.
2. At least $2.00 per child should be appropriated
annually for the acquisition of audio-visual mate¬
rials. Additional amounts should be added to the
audio-visual equipment budget.
3. Adequate amounts should be appropriated to build¬
up the collection of professional materials.
4. Clerical assistance should be provided.
5. There is a deficiency in the utilization of library
materials by pupils and teachers. Although teachers
cooperate in selecting these materials for the li¬
brary, which they need in classroom instruction, in
many instances, optimum use of library materials is
not evidenced.
6. A study of the availability and use of audio-visual
materials in the school should be made, with em¬
phasis on a plan for greater and more effective use
of these materials.
7. Films and filmstrips are best utilized in the class¬
rooms, therefore, it is recommended that black blinds
or some other type of window coverings be installed
in the classrooms to darken them sufficiently for the
showing of films and filmstrips.
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QUESTIONNAIRE FOE TEACHERS ON LIBRARY SERVICES
This questionnaire is being used to find out if the
Patterson Elementary School Library is providing the services
and materials needed by the teachers of this school and if
they are being utilized by the teachers.
Directions: Please read each question carefully and answer
it according to how you feel that the library services
are being utilized.
1. Does your class visit the library at least once per week
for a scheduled library period? Yes_ No
2. Does the library have an attractive and inviting appear¬
ance? Yes No
3. Check the kinds of library materials which you use and the
















File of community resources
Others (please specify)4.Please list below any library materials which you consider
too limited for effective uses
Check one;
Often Seldom Never5.Do you have the opportunity to
help select materials for the
school library?
a. Do you make recommendations
for materials to be added to
the library?6.Are you notified about materials
which the library receives?7.Do you check out library materials
to be used in the classroom for
enriching your classroom instruc¬
tion and for recreational purposes?8.Do you have trouble locating
library materials without the
librarians's assistance?9.Is the library's reference collec¬
tion used by the pupils in your
class?10.Are you familiar with the library's professional collec¬
tion? Yes No
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11. The librarian would appreciate it if you would suggest
the school library''s services which are not now available
that you would like to receive;
12. Please list other suggestions you have for the improve¬
ment of the library.
APPENDIX B
PUPIL QUESTIONNAIRE ON LIBRARY SERVICES
This questionnaire is being used to gather up-to-date
information concerning library services at the Patterson
Elementary School.
Directions; Each question will be read to you two times.
Listen carefully, then check the best answer. If you
do not fully understand, ask questions.
1. Do you like to visit your school library? Yes No
2. If the answer is "no" to number 1, why?
3. How often do you visit the library?
Daily About once every two weeks
Almost everyday Very seldom
Once per week Never





When the teacher begins
the class
Other times (please ex¬
plain5.Why do you come to the library?
To study lessons
To read for enjoyment
To borrow books
To read or look at
magazines
To meet friends
To see films and filmstrips
To listen to stories



















7. Who helps you when you need assistance in finding ma¬
terials in the library?
Librarian Teacher Friends No one
8. What material does the library have which you need most?9.Has anyone taught you how to use the card catalog?
Yes No
10. Do you feel that you really know how to use the card
catalog? Yes No
11. Can you find information in the dictionary easily?
Yes No
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12. Do you feel that you know the best source to use when
looking for reference materials? Yes No
13. Do you feel free to use the library and ask for help when
it is needed? Yes No14,Do you consider the librarian
Helpful Friendly Not helpful Not friendly
